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Annotated Bibliography 

Carter, G. L. (2006). Gun control in the United States: A reference handbook. ABC-CLIO. 

The main aim of this book is to help average citizens, policymaker and academics to 

understand a decade of research on the controversial subject of gun control. To improve its 

accessibility, Carter has divided the book along its key dimensions: the current and proposed 

regulations, its effectiveness, its chronology, important legislation and court ruling, its 

similarities and differences in relations to gun control in other industrialized countries, 

prominent individuals as well as the agencies and organizations involved on both sides of 

the controversial gun control debate. In addition, the book outlines the electronic and print 

resources that employ valid data and skilled statistical analysis to pursue the aforementioned 

areas in more depth. Carter takes seriously the data and arguments supporting both sides of 

the gun control debate, hence the vast literature presented by this book is not biased. Given 

that it is based on the best-scholarly research to date, it would be used to support both sides 

of the research question. 

Cook, P. J., Braga, A. A., & Moore, M. H. (2011). Gun Control. In J. Q. Wilson, Crime and 

Public Policy (pp. 257-292). San Francisco, Calif.: ICS Press. 

The central theme of this chapter is gun ownership, use and misuse. Cook, Braga, & Moore 

note that an important value dispute and empirical uncertainties regarding gun-control 

policies warrants caution in recommending the government or public. The authors outline 

that it is important to explore the alternative gun-control initiatives so as to develop more 

effective interventions than the existing ones. They also highlight that confident conclusions 

about effective gun control can only be achieved through experimentation of alternative 

approaches. Cook, Braga, & Moore also point out that the continued attention to the 
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evidence from local and state innovations, as well as vigorous public dialogue on the 

significance of both gun rights and responsibilities, is the best alternative for gun-control 

that can be found. This insightful account of gun-control, gun right and responsibilities 

provides valuable information for the research question. In fact, it can be used to advocate 

stronger gun control instead of gun rights.  

Crooker, C. E. (2003). Gun Control and Gun Rights. Westport (Conn.): Greenwood 

Publishing Group. 

Crooker’s Gun Control and Gun Rights is a balanced historical account of the gun control 

debate throughout the American history. Attorney Constance Crooker noted that the divide 

between the gun control and gun rights advocates is not only wide, philosophical or 

intellectual, but also cultural. The advocates of gun control tend to be urban, educated in 

liberal arts, and from an eastern background. In their cultural perspective, technological 

advancement does not entail brute, physical force, but by the access to information through 

cooperative communities, and that as members of these communities including businesses, 

neighborhoods and the government, they enjoy the security. In the same context, the 

proponents of gun rights outline that guns are essential for self-defense based on the high 

level of gun violence in the United States. In addition, the proponent argues that there are 

noble users of guns, and gun owners are responsible as well as protected by law. A 

collection of quotes from both pro and con activists or politicians illustrate the passionate 

nature of the research topic.  

Jacobs, J. B. (2004). Can gun control work? New York: Oxford University Press. 

Jacob’s text explores the gun control alternatives of the United States. Few rifts in the 

American society run as deep as the gap between gun rights and gun control advocates. The 
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gun regulation debate has been to a greater extent defined by powerful debating rather than 

substantive action. Lobbyist asserts on the consequences of potential transformation in status 

quo while politicians cover themselves in advocacy for individual rights and public safety. 

The arguments of Jacob in this book is the height of strategy in place since the 1930s to 

permit private ownership of guns, while curtailing their illegal use. In Can Gun Control 

Work?, James Jacobs presents a sober and balanced assessment of whether gun control can 

be feasible. The options covered include mandatory safety locks, outright prohibition and 

disarmament. 

Kevin, B. (2012). Gun Rights and Responsibilities. Minnesota: ABDO. 

This resource explores the roots of the Second Amendment to the United States 

Constitution, from a historical context of guns rights in England to the Founder's rationale 

behind the Second Amendment and the responsibilities that accompany their rights. Central 

to this history is the National Firearms Act Gun Control of 1968. Additionally, this title 

explores the Brady Handgun violence Prevention Act and other critical court decisions such 

as McDonald v. City of Chicago, and Columbia v. Heller. Further, Carry gun control laws 

and regualations are examined along gun rights in other nations. The controversial debate of 

gun control is also covered besides the National Rifle Association (NRA) and the Brady 

Center to Prevent Gun Violence. This is in congruence with the other resources highlighted 

in this annotated bibliography. From the standpoint that guns come with rights and 

responsibilities, this resource would be used to support pro-gun rights argument. 

Lio, S., Melzer, S., & Reese., E. (2008). Constructing threat and appropriating “civil 

rights”: Rhetorical strategies of gun rights and English only leaders. Symbolic 

Interaction, 31(1), 5-31. 
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This article is based on the application of grounded theory method to analyse the framing 

strategies of institutional leaders of the English Only and gun rights movements. Despite the 

fact that Lio, Melzer, & Reese found a variation in the framing approaches of the English 

Only leaders, the leaders of both movements induce fear by constructing more real threats 

rhetorically to the American society. This is achieved in ways that are based on the practices 

and ideals of the dominant social classes. Lio, Melzer, & Reese also found that the two 

movements counter their opponents’ claims and strengthen their support through frame 

transformation. In this end, the same skill can be applied to examine the extent to which the 

gun rights advocates fear and engage in frame transformation. Given that this scholarly 

resource is full of facts pertaining to the research question, it is useful for both study and 

citation purposes. 

Lott, J. J., & Whitley, J. E. (2001). Safe‐Storage Gun Laws: Accidental Deaths, Suicides, 

and Crime. Journal of Law and Economics, 44(S2), 659-689. 

Lott & Whitley’s article in the Journal of Law and Economics discusses gun ownership and 

its relationship to gun deaths, suicides and crimes in the United States of America. The 

relationship is based on both state and national statistical data backdating to the past 20 

years. It illustrates how the number of juvenile accidents has grown over the years 

irrespective of the local legislation in place. In addition, the findings showed the correlation 

between gun ownership and the increased risk of juvenile gun-related accidents. This 

resource is highly reliable and provides a useful context of the information within this 

research paper. Moreover, the article outlines the benefits and harms linked to strict gun 

control, as well as the hurdle facing the entities that would like to weaken or strengthen the 

existing level of control. The article draws on the most recent and scientifically sound 



 6 
 

research on various aspects of gun control and gun rights. It illuminates gun-control efforts 

in the United States by considering historical and cross-national contexts. 

Lott, J. R. (2013). More guns, less crime: Understanding crime and gun control laws. 

University of Chicago Press. 

In More Guns, Less Crime by John Lott, the underlying discussion is that violent crime rates 

decline when states ratify concealed carry laws. The book presents the result of crime data 

statistical analysis for every count in the US for 29 years since 1977. The book explores 

county, city and state-based data from the entire USA. It also measures correlation between 

11 gun control laws and crime rates. Lott expands on his prior work regarding gun control 

laws. Furthermore, Lott’s conclusions were supported by various empirical academic 

studies. In its initial publication in 1998, the book drew both praise and heated criticism. 

Despite this, the third edition continues to play a critical role in the ever-intensifying debate 

on gun-control laws. Despite the heated attacks from the advocates of gun-control, his 

conclusion that more guns lead to less crime stands out. Scientific and evidence-based, this 

book is a highly ingenious resource to support the gun control rules in the United States. 

McClurg, A. J. (1992). The Rhetoric of Gun Control. American University Law Review, 42. 

In a pluralistic, democratic society, the action on any pertinent issue of the social-economic 

importance depends largely on the acceptance of the action by the majority. Persuasion 

depends on effective rhetoric. McClurg theorizes that the general acceptance of the action in 

a democratic society depends on the people being persuaded. Unfortunately, rhetoric is often 

logically defective and fallacious. In this journal article, McClurg asserts that gun rights and 

gun control debate is dominated by fallacious argument on both sides. Fallacious arguments 

are those that appear to be correct and are often persuasive, but are typically invalid when 

proved on close examination. The article identifies and explains various examples of 
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fallacious arguments or reasoning in the gun topic. This includes fallacies of proof, fallacies 

of diversion and fallacies of emotion. This would be vital to the research question because it 

would help the researcher minimize or eliminate biases in the pro and con arguments 

presented in various studies on gun debate. 

Utter, G. H. (2000). Encyclopedia of gun control and gun rights. Phoenix: The Oryx Press. 

This reference volume contains information on gun rights and gun control, including 

resources on the discussion surrounding the Second Amendment as well as individuals’ and 

organizations’ fixated on gun issues. In addition, it covers court cases, statutes and laws 

involved in the regulation of guns. It begins with a narration on the issues of the gun control 

dispute and guide to the groups and cases involved, placing then in their respective sides of 

the debate. The entries that are well documented and balanced include charts and 

photographs. The debate of gun control and gun rights is traced back to the founding of 

America. This resource traces the debate from it is origins to the present day. The author the 

book has a balanced and focused approach to gun control laws, gun control advocates, gun 

rights groups, landmark Supreme Court cases and the fundamental arguments surrounding 

the interpretation of the Second Amendment. Narrative topics examine the theories and 

rhetoric behind each side of the argument and illustrate the extent to which the rhetoric is or 

is not supported by statistical data. In this end, it is an invaluable resource scrutinizing an 

intensifying debate in the American society. 
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