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In the modern society, the conception of inherent human rights is common 
and highly estimated, especially in developed countries. However, the 
citizens of countries with a lower level of social security turn a blind eye to 
the repeated precedents of violation of human rights. The institute of 
slavery still exists in some Asian, East European, and African states. Slavers 
kidnap their victims and sell them to their new masters, namely illegal 
slaveholders. The latter cannot be punished by their state governments 
because they hide their activity and there is no reason to persecute them. 
The only one way to start the process of resolving this problem is to awoke 
the world publicity and make people understand that everyone can become 
a slave and that the dehumanizing institute of slavery must be 
exterminated. The film 12 Years a Slave (2013) by Steve McQueen is aimed 
to turn the world’s attention to the problem of slavery. The film is based on 
the non-fiction autobiographic book 12 Years a Slave by Solomon Northup, 
the main protagonist of the film.

12 Years a Slave tells a story of a free African American citizen from 
Saratoga, New York. He had a family (wife and two children), good job of a 
fiddle player and his freedom. Once Solomon was kidnapped and used as a 
slave during the next twelve years. He would have never release himself 
from slavery if he did not meet a sheriff who saved him from his last master, 
a cruel racist Edwin Epps. Due to the sheriff's treatment, Solomon was 
returned to his family in Saratoga. However, after that, he could neither 
achieve a legal punishment for those who destroyed his life, nor return to 
the normal life of a free man. The endnotes mention that Solomon dies right 
after his release, and the details of his death are very uncertain.

The main point of the film is uncertainty of human destiny. The director 
presented the scenes of Northup's kidnapping as flashbacks, when the 
main line of the film was his life as a slave. It is a very good idea, because 
such way of narration shows the free life of Northup not as reality, but as his 
dreams. The film contains many symbolic details. For example, the scenes 
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where Solomon's masters read the Bible for their slaves as priests do for 
free people make the viewer think about the border between the worlds of 
freedom and slavery. A very important place in the film is devoted to the 
authentic spirituals of African American slaves. Such details help the viewer 
to feel that the film tells about the real events and people. Thus, it becomes 
a part of viewer's life experience.

To my mind, the director is not objective because he is African American like 
the main character of his film. However, this fact helps him to understand 
Northup better than anyone else. When McQueen planned to create this 
film, he did not know about Solomon Northup and just wanted to show the 
story of a free African American man who was sold as a slave. Then his 
wife, who is a scientist, offers to use a book by Northup as a base of the 
film. Thus, the film is not just a screen version of the book, but the actual 
product of art which was needed by the modern society.

The film 12 Years a Slave helps to understand the underworld life of the 
modern slavery. Besides, it is a good example of a contemporary movie 
which concerns an important problem of legal and illegal world’s 
coexistence. Therefore, I think that everybody has to watch it.
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